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Solar System
Tuesday, June 4th – Friday, August 23th
Registration is available by the week or by the month with the same programs offered during the school year. During the summer we offer weekly enrollment to better accommodate your family’s needs.  

This summer our focus will be on the solar system. The purpose of teaching preschoolers about our world and galaxy is to foster awareness about how wonderful and amazing the cosmos is. At this age, children are very curious and enjoy discovering information about their world, including the way our Solar System works!

During the summer the regular Montessori activity period occurs simultaneously in the morning and afternoon, with the classroom activities modified to encompass the weeks’ theme.  The regular Montessori curriculum includes the following four major areas:

· Practical Life focuses on activities in self-help skills, care of the environment, making snack, and courtesy.

· Sensorial develops and refines the child’s senses – visual, tactile, auditory, gustatory and olfactory.

· Language Arts develops receptive language in listening/reading, expressive language and speaking/writing.

· Mathematics develops skills in linear counting, understanding quantity/symbol relationship, base ten and operations.

In addition the following activities will be offered:

· Gymnastics with Coach Isaac on the Gymnastics Bus every Monday morning 
· Outdoor Water Play on warm days at 1 PM (please send a bathing suit & towel)

· Outdoor “Olympic Games” each Friday morning 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS: No School & No Daycare

June 3rd - Teacher Workday, staff preparation for Summer Program

July 4th – Independence Day, national holiday
August 26th – Teacher Workday, staff preparation for School Year
Summer Program Reminders:

•  Payment is due by the 1st of each month, with a 5 day grace period
• Changes to enrollment plans must be made with at least 2 weeks notice
JUNE
	Week of June 3
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	Solar System: The Sun and Stars
Our Sun is a bright, very hot sphere of hydrogen and helium in the center of our solar system. Although stars come in a variety of sizes and colors, our Sun is an average sized yellowish star. During this week we will talk about different kinds of stars and focus on the Sun. Children will begin to make their solar system model this week and add a planet each week.  
     • Monday June 3rd, Summer Holiday – Teacher Workday
     • Water play on warm days in the afternoon
     • Outdoor “Olympic Games” Friday morning


	Week of June 10
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	Solar System: Mercury

MERCURY is the planet closest to the sun, so it moves around the sun in just 88 earth days.  Mercury is also the smallest planet in our solar system (it is only slightly larger than Earth’s moon) and has no moons. Mercury also experiences long days (59 Earth days = 1 Mercury day), but short years (88 Earth days). Children will participate in arts and crafts activities related to Mercury. 
     • Monday morning gymnastics (Gymnastics Bus)
     • Water play on warm days in the afternoon

     • Outdoor “Olympic Games” Friday morning



	Week of June 17
[image: image3.jpg]




	Solar System: Venus

VENUS is our solar system’s second closest planet to our Sun. Venus moves around the Sun in just 243 Earth days, but happens to spin backwards.  Venus has thick clouds and fierce storms.  This week we will make clay models with yellow cotton clouds to represent the cloud storms. 
     • Monday morning gymnastics (Gymnastics Bus)
     • Water play on warm days in the afternoon

     • Outdoor “Olympic Games” Friday morning
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	Solar System: Earth
EARTH is the third planet from the Sun. Earth has a complex water cycle that supports life. Earth is slightly larger than Venus. Earth has one large moon. Earth takes 365 days to move around the Sun. Models of Earth will be made with an emphasis on the water cycle. 
     • Monday morning gymnastics (Gymnastics Bus)
     • Water play on warm days in the afternoon

     • Outdoor “Olympic Games” Friday morning




JULY

	Week of July 1 
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	Solar System: Mars
MARS is the fourth planet from the Sun. Mars is cold with frozen carbon dioxide at its poles! Mars is small, only one third the size of Earth. Mars has two moons. Mars is further away from the sun than Earth, so it takes it twice as long as Earth to get around the Sun: 687 days! Models with the two moons (Phobos and Deimos) will be made.  
     • Monday morning gymnastics (Gymnastics Bus)
     • Water play on warm days in the afternoon

     • Outdoor “Olympic Games” Friday morning

     • Wednesday, July 4th, Observation of Independence Day


	Week of July 8
[image: image6.jpg]




	Solar System: Jupiter
JUPITER is the fifth planet from the Sun. Jupiter is the largest planet and has 24 moons! Jupiter takes twelve Earth years to orbit the Sun! Jupiter has two faint rings around it. Quite a planet! Models with all the moons will be made. Jupiter is the first of the gaseous planets so the formation of gaseous planets will be our focus. 
     • Monday morning gymnastics (Gymnastics Bus)
     • Water play on warm days in the afternoon

     • Outdoor “Olympic Games” Friday morning



	Week of July 15
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	Solar System: Saturn
SATURN is the sixth planet from the Sun and is the second largest planet with eighteen moons! Saturn takes thirty earth years to orbit the Sun! Saturn has three rings made of ice and rock fragments. Models and drawings of Saturn will be made. The focus will be the cause of so many moons. 
     • Monday morning gymnastics (Gymnastics Bus)
     • Water play on warm days in the afternoon

     • Outdoor “Olympic Games” Friday morning



	Week of July 22
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	Solar System: Uranus & Neptune
 URANUS and NEPTUNE are the seventh and eighth (usually) from the Sun. Uranus and Neptune are about the same size which is 15 times the size of the Earth. Uranus is closer to the Sun so it takes only 84 years to orbit the Sun. Neptune is further from the Sun and takes nearly twice as long to circle the Sun. Uranus has five moons while Neptune has only two. Models for these planets will be made. Both planets have an atmosphere of methane so atmosphere will be the focus. 

     • Monday morning gymnastics (Gymnastics Bus)
     • Water play on warm days in the afternoon

     • Outdoor “Olympic Games” Friday morning



AUGUST

	Week of July 29
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	Layers of the Earth 
LAYERS OF THE EARTH are divided into four parts: the inner core, outer core, mantle, and crust. Models of the layers of the Earth will be made. 
     • Monday morning gymnastics (Gymnastics Bus)
     • Water play on warm days in the afternoon

     • Outdoor “Olympic Games” Friday morning



	Week of August 5
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	Volcanoes 
VOLCANOES are openings in the Earth’s crust through which magma is released from the Earth’s core. Magma is melted rock formed in the outer layer of the core of the Earth. The heat of the melting rock produces gas which pushes the magma forcibly through the crust of the Earth. The many parts and products of the volcano are explored with the child drawing and making a volcano. 
     • Monday morning gymnastics (Gymnastics Bus)
     • Water play on warm days in the afternoon

     • Outdoor “Olympic Games” Friday morning



	Week of August 12
[image: image11.jpg]




	Rocks
ROCKS are divided into three major types: volcanic, sedimentary, and igneous rocks. The children are introduced to the origins of the different types of rocks. Tumblers are used to polish rocks for jewelry! 
     • Monday morning gymnastics (Gymnastics Bus)
     • Water play on warm days in the afternoon

     • Outdoor “Olympic Games” Friday morning



	Week of August 19
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	Types of Clouds
TYPES OF CLOUDS are classified by their shape (cumulus, stratus, and cirrus), their height in the sky (alto and cirrus), and if they are ready to rain or snow (nimbus). The children will make collages of clouds. 
     • Monday morning gymnastics (Gymnastics Bus)
     • Water play on warm days in the afternoon

     • Outdoor “Olympic Games” Friday morning




Last Day of Summer Program:  August 23rd
Teacher Work Day (No School, No Daycare): August 26th
First Day of School: August 27th

